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Our Japanese 
Evacuees 


By AARON A. HEIST 


(Pastor, the First Methodist Church, 
Santa Maria, California) 


Under Presidential decree there is now being com- 
pleted, by the U. S. Army, what the Alien Land Acts 
_ of 1913 and 1919, plus the “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
_ of 1905 and the Federal restriction on further Japanese 
immigration in 1924, did not accomplish to the satis- 
i faction of California’s banker-farmers. No one need be 
a 


_in doubt as to the real “emergency” back of the cruel, 
_ unprecedented, unnecessary, and probably unconstitu- 
_ tional uprooting of 71,000 American citizens and their 


ganization representative of those who convinced 
Z Washington | of “military necessity” reveals the real 
5 cmergency The press reports the Los Angeles branch 
of the Native Sons of the Golden West as “prepared 
o renew their fight to have legislation enacted that will 
prohibit Japanese from engaging in fishing or agricul- 
tural pursuits within the state”—practically their only 
means of livelihood. This same group was reported to 
have before it a resolution instructing its delegates to 
-annual Grand Parlor “to urge that Congress adopt 
a proposed constitutional amendment to the effect that 
erson of a race or nation ineligible for United States 
‘ip can become a citizen by reason of having been 
nited States, its territories or Pereessions.- 


r, in The Nation, accurately interpreted 
in these words, “The reactionary press 
ns are out for ‘blood and wholesale in- 
avoring, under cover of war- 
, to © what they have always 

of the a 


“alien” parents. The goal already announced by an or- © 


- MILITARY NECESSITY? Es ee 


on local Japanese aliens. Among the investigations due 
after the emergency should be one into why the Roberts. 
Committee gave currency to some of these rumors, and 
why military authorities did nothing to correct what 
they must have known to be false indictments of loyal 
citizens. Too late to be used in the interest of justice 
here, Honolulu Chief of Police Gabrielson cabled the 
Tolan Congressional Defense Migration Committee a 
categorical denial of any acts of sabotage, or of traffic 
blocking on December 7th or afterward. The president 
of the Chamber of Commerce and the chairman of the 
Honolulu Citizens Council sent testimony to the same 
effect. But orders had been issued and Mr. Average 
Citizen, even if he read the unheadlined facts, was con- 
tent to let matters take their course “for the good of the 
Japanese themselves.” 


The whole argument of military necessity seems to be 
adequately answered by what the army does not consider 
necessary in a far more vulnerable sector—Hawaii. The 
little outpost islands have a Japanese population of 
156,800 of whom around one fourth are aliens. On the 
other hand, according to the Tolan Committee, there are, 
in the proscribed area for the three great states extend- 
ing from the Canadian line to the Mexican border and ~ 
into Arizona, only 71,000 American born and 41,000 _ 
alien’ Japanese to be removed. : 


WHAT IS BACK OF IT ALL? 


California has been the seedbed of anti-Japanese ha- 
tred. Of course, its roots are economic. The history of 
the state’s unparalleled industrialization of agriculture is 
one of cruelty and bloodshed as one racial group aft 
another was imported to drive out its predecessor. = 

The Japanese were “invited” and quietly importe 
Ddeginning i in 1890, when the Chinese had lost favor 
just as the beet sugar industry began to grow by | 
and bo ote Born farmers, they fitt 
demand. Independent, they 
_when seasonal work was ove 
_ they prepared their own doo: 
for 35 or 40 cents per da 
ee ee The small 
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politician had his inning. The Alien Land Act was easily 
passed whereby hard working Japanese were deprived of 
the fruits of their long labors in transforming whole 
areas of wasteland into rich gardens. “Statesmen” in 
Congress, as now, enhanced their popularity at home by 
promoting anti-Japanese legislation and diplomatic rela- 
tions. But, in spite of all hardships and successive cam- 
paigns to supplant the Japanese with Hindus, Armenians, 
Mexicans and then Filipinos, they remain our most effi- 
cient truck gardeners, horticulturalists, florists and fish- 
ermen. Their sons and daughters rate high in schools and 
colleges only to be graduated to meager opportunities in 
the professions or in business. Some have built beautiful 
homes and churches, joined service clubs and even be- 
come Chamber of Commerce directors in produce sec- 
tions. No group has a lower criminal, delinquency, or 
dependency record. 


PURELY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 


Indeed, the Tolan Committee report admits, ‘““We can- 
not doubt, and everyone is agreed, that a majority of 
Japanese citizens and aliens are loyal to this country.” 
Yet, without declaration of martial law, the army was 
made judge without hearing and executioner of orders 
forcing thousands of these admittedly innocent citizens 
to abandon their homes, close their churches, deprive 
their children of school in mid semester, and submit 
to removal from the fog bathed coastal areas, where 
they have lived all their lives, to the wind and sand 
swept desert camps of tar paper barracks with the ever 
present sentry. 

But it is with the Japanese, not aliens, not even ‘‘poten- 
tial enemies,” that the army orders concern themselves. 
American citizens of Japanese origin are not accorded 
the privileges extended to aliens of German or Italian 
birth. By special proclamation of General DeWitt, six 
different classes of the latter are exempt from his general 
evacuation orders; namely, aliens over 70 years of age, 
close relatives of men and women in the armed services 
of our country (Among the “Japanese” evacuees was 
one who had spent 30 years in our navy and is now a 
pensioner !), aliens who are closely related to men who 
have died in the armed service since December 7th, such 
aliens as had filed petitions for naturalization be- 
fore December 7th, those too sick to be moved without 
danger to their lives, and inmates of orphanages — 
where there probably are no Japanese! What makes this 
discriminating injustice the more glaring is the fact that, 
according to Alien Control Coordinator Tom C. Clark, 
there are in California “some 100,000 alien Italians and 
71,000 alien Germans” as over against only 33,000 
Japanese who unlike them have been compelled by our 
discriminatory laws to remain “aliens”. 


“THEY CAN TAKE IT” 


This whole social mess, born of hatred and a sense of. 


frustration not unlike that which found vent against 
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for recognizing that necessary contacts with the Japanese 
before evacuation should be made by trained civilian 
specialists rather than by men in uniform; hence each 
of the 64 offices along the coast was staffed by a social 
worker, an employment official, a Farm Security Admin- 
istration agent, and a representative of the Federal Re- 
serve Bank. Moreover, he gloved the iron hand of injus- 
tice by calling together leaders and persuading them to 
urge their people to go “willingly” as an evidence of their 
patriotic cooperation with the government in this 
emergency. 

The oriental resignation with which these citizens ac- 
cepted their fate may be put down in history as their 
most un-American characteristic. Of course, they knew 
that a California congressman had introduced a law 
providing for fines up to $5,000 and a possible year in 
jail. Also they knew fhat the U. S. Attorney General 
had given the broad hint that courts would not consider 
their cases. Yet it seems strange to us who have long 
fought for civil liberties, even in defiance of state militia, 


that not a single Japanese could be found willing to accept 


proffered aid in a test case. Only today, April 23rd, 
came news that a Hood River, Oregon, Japanese-Ameri- 
can attorney has violated the curfew order as the basis 
of a test case. 


But when saner days return, at least the younger ele- 
ment will view with the skepticism of the negro our 
proud boast of a land of “justice and liberty for all”, 
and our children and grandchildren will pay for our 
folly in fastening upon our country yet another race 
problem. 


Democratic Rights 
in Wartime 


By HARRY F. WARD : 


Because we entered the shooting phase of the war by 
way of Pearl Harbor instead of along the road of in- 
creasing intervention, democratic rights are so far in less 
peril than they were during the last war. 


The present danger to these rights takes a more gen- 
eral and more subtle form than governmental repression. 
Martin Dies and those behind him are still powerful at 
Washington and throughout the country. Toward them, 
the administration, despite the Vice-President’s state- 
ment that Dies would be less dangerous if he were on 
Hitler’s payroll, still pursues the mistaken policy of 
appeasement. So his committee, which meets at longer 
and longer intervals, is continued as a front for his 
personal attack upon the administration for using in the 
war against the fascists the services of a few persons 
who formerly belonged to anti-fascist organizations 
which Dies has chosen to_label as subversive. In his 


the Jews in Germany, has some relieving features. There 
seems to be universal agreement that F. B. I. agents 
were as human as their job would permit them to be. 
There are stories of real tenderness when duty com- 
pelled them to tear loyal fathers from weeping wives and 
children. To General DeWitt there must be given credit 


book he asserts that the *President’s “left wing fol- 
lowers in the government are the fountain-head of sub- 
versive activities .. .” In support of this he offers the _ 
assertion, “They do not believe in a system of free pri- 
vate enterprise.” - a 


Under the incitement of people who thus define the 
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witch-hunting term “subversive” , Congress ‘has made it 
mandatory for the F.B.I. to examine all employees on 
the Federal payroll to find out if they are or have been 

“members of subversive organizations or advocates of 
the overthrow of government.” In this process persons 
have been questioned concerning their reading matter 
and their political and economic opinions. 

Little Dies Committees in some states are following the 
same procedure. In New York State, the Rapp-Coudert 
Committee has secured the dismissal of a number of 
teachers by testimony and methods similar to that of 
Dies. 

Already the technique of enquiry into the political and 
economic views of applicants for jobs is being used in 
certain defense industries. To meet this kind of war- 
time attack upon democratic rights the legal case method 
of civil liberties attack is quite inadequate. Indeed, in 
the absence of direct governmental repression of civil 
liberties, there is less and less need for that method. Even 
in the case of publications of pro-fascist groups which, 
unhindered by Dies, have long been spreading Axis 
propaganda in our midst, all that is left to the legalistic 
civil libertarians is a formal protest against the method 
of arbitrary suppression and a request for due process of 

law. Now that grand strategy includes the war of propa- 
ganda and nerves and the war of production and supply, 
as well as military and naval battles, no nation not con- 
trolled by its own fascists is going to allow them to cir- 
culate the softening-up propaganda of the enemy whose 
allies or agents they are, and whose Quislings they would 
become. The situation confronting us calls for more 
than legalistic methods. It requires strong educational 


é 


propaganda against the insidious penetration of fascist 


methods into the defense of democracy; it calls for the 

increase of political pressure upon the administration to 

turn the defense of democracy into an offensive against 

those who are using the war emergency, as they used 
the appeasement period, to attack our basic democratic 
rights. A part of this offensive needs to be directed to 
the ending of some cases which hang over from our 
& pre-war calendar. = 


se 


THE BROWDER CASE 


Earl Browder, Secretary of the Communist Party, was 
convicted, as many people think, for using a false 
ort. He was sentenced to four years in prison and 
fine of $2000 on a purely technical charge which the 


any damage to the government or person. The 
s ya passport which had been secured by 
ae in ~ Re 


ent stated in court did not involve moral turpi- 


~ the citizenship of Willi 


ect or — 
eel that his citizenship was il 


Today the case narrows down to one issue. This man, 
an unswerving fighter against fascism in all its forms, is 
being subjected to a “cruel and unusual punishment” 
from which our citizens are supposed to be protected by 
the Bill of Rights. There have been 125 passport cases 
in the Southern District of New York where Browder 
was tried. One third received suspended sentences, eight 
were punished by fines alone, and one fifth were not 
even brought to trial. Among those who received prison 
sentences, thirty to ninety days was the usual penalty. 
Mr. Browder has already served a year. The law has 
had more than its pound of flesh. Many distinguished 
citizens have asked the President to release Mr. Browder. 
More than a quarter of a million have signed petitions, 
more than two million trade unionists have passed resolu- 
tions, and thirteen hundred labor officials have sent per- 
sonal appeals, to this end. The President’s answer is 
said to be that a powerful opposition forbids. There is 
only one reply. More letters, more resolutions. 


THE MINNEAPOLIS CASES 


In Minneapolis, on December 1, 1941, eighteen mem- 
bers of the Teamsters’ Union (C. I. O.) and of the 
Socialist Workers’ Party (Trotskyite) were found guilty, 
by. a Federal Jury, of “conspiracy to advocate the over- 
throw of the government by force and violence” and of 
“counselling insubordination in the armed forces.” The 
jury recommended leniency for all of them. Five other 
defendants were cleared of all charges. Five more had 
been dismissed for lack of evidence against them. Those 
convicted were acquitted of the charge of conspiring, 
training and collecting arms to take over the government. 
The only basis for this charge was the open organization 
of a Union Defense Guard to protect the Union head- 
quarters and members from violence publicly threatened 
by the fascist Silver Shirts. Twelve of the defendants 
were given sixteen months in prison and six were sen- 
tenced to a year and a day. = 

These are the first convictions under the new Smith 
Sedition Law which makes it a penal offense merely to — 
-advocate any revolutionary change in the government — 
or to criticize conditions in the armed forces. The Amer-_ 
ican Civil Liberties Union urged the President to veto 
this act and is supporting the appeal in order that i 
constitutionality may be tested. This is the first Fe 
conviction for mere opinions since the Alien an 
tion Act of 1798. If it us freedom = utter ae 
pobiio is abolished. : 


See ‘THE SCHNEIDERMAN CASE = 
In July, 1940, a Fe 


Methodist Federation 
for Social Service 


THIRTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CONFERENCE 


Cleveland, May 26-28 


Program 
Tuesday, May 26 


11:00 A. M. to 2:00 P. M. Regis- 
tration (fee 50¢) at Epworth- 
Euclid Methodist Church, 1919 
East 107th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
All sessions of the Conference wil 
be held at this church, the birth- 
place of the M. F. S. S. 


2:00 to 5:00 P. M. Symposium 
by Federation leaders from vari- 
Ous—parts—o1 the- U.S; led =by 
Charles C. Webber. Subject — 
“Putting into Action the Federa- 
tion’s Wartime Program for the 
Maintenance and Extension of 
Democracy.” 


6:00 to 7:30 P. M. Dinner (price 
75¢). 


8:00 to 9:00 P. M. Dr. Harry 
F. Ward. Subject—“Religion and 
the Post War World.” 


9:00 to 10:00 P. M. Bishop 
Francis J. McConnell, President 
of the M. F. S. S. Subject—‘Reli- 
gion and the World at War.” 


Wednesday, May 27 


9:30 to 11:30 A. M. “The Role 
of such Religious Organizations 
as the Federation in Combating 
Race Discrimination.” 

Speakers — Mrs. Bella Taylor 
McKnight, Executive Secretary, 
Cleveland Branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, and Rabbi 
Harold Goldfarb of Cleveland, O. 

11:30 to 12:30 P. M. “The In- 
fluence of the M. F. S. S. on the 
Other Protestant Social Action 

_ Groups, and the Future of All.” 


Speaker — Professor Orville 
Jones of the Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology, representing 
the Congregational Council for 
Social Action. 

12:30 to 1:30 P. M. 
(price 50¢). : 


Luncheon 


iRyktie: 
aa is 
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2:00 to 5:00 P. M. “The Social 
Emphases in the Work of the 
Boards of the Methodist Church.” 


Speakers Dr-- Ralph. 
Diffendorfer, Executive Secretary, 
Division of Foreign Missions; 
Miss Thelma Stevens, Executive 
Secretary, Department of Chris- 
tian Social Relations, Woman’s 
Division of Christian Service; 
and Dr. Wade Crawford Barclay, 
Executive Secretary, Joint Com- 
mittee on Religious Education in 
Foreign Fields. 

6:00 to 9:30 P. M. Thirty-fifth 
Anniversary Dinner in honor of 
the founders of the M. F. S. S. 
Price 75¢. 

Speaker—Dr. Harry F. Ward. 
Subject—“The Next Thirty-five 
Years of the-M FSS: S— 

Thursday, May 28 


9:30 to 11:00 A. M. “The Role 
of Labor in the Struggle for a 
Democratic World.” 

Speakers — Rev. Charles C. 
Webber; and A. F. Whitney, 
President of the Brotherhood of 

. Railway Trainmen. 

11:00 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. Re- 
port of the Findings Committee; 
the Report on the Thirty-fifth An- 
niversary Campaign for $5,000 (If 
you have not sent in your contri- 
bution will you do so now?) ; 
Election of the National Commit- 
tee; Adjournment. 

12:30 to 2:00 P. M. Executive 
Committee Meeting. 


Conference Information 


Write immediately regarding 
rooms in tourist homes to Rev. 
Charles W. Hamilton, Assistant 
Pastor, Epworth-Euclid Method- 
ist Church, 1919 East 107th St., 
Cleveland. Or make your own res- 
ervations at the Cleveland Central 
Branch Y. M. C. A. (single rooms 
$1.25 and up), or at Fenway Hall 
Hotel, Euclid Ave. at University 


Circle (single rooms $3.00 per — 


day ; double rooms $5.00). 


Send your preliminary registra-_ 


tion to Charles C. Webber, M. F, 
S. S., 150 Fifth Ave., New York 
City. Also indicate time of arri- 


val and number of meals desired. = 
WitiGed. 


(Church women must be 
by Monday A. M., May 25th.) 
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Last Call 


Federation Members — Come 
one, come all! 

Make up an automobile load or 
take a bus. 

Commemorate the 35th Anni- 
versary. 

Strengthen yourselves and the 
Federation for thirty-five more 


‘years of dynamic activity. 


On to Cleveland! 


Democratic Rights 
(Continued from page 3) 


THE OKLAHOMA CASES 


In Oklahoma, a young woman 
and three young men are under sen- 
tence of ten years’ imprisonment 
and $5000 fine under the state crim- 
inal syndicalism law. The punish- 
ment was given to one of these men 
for the ownership of certain books 
which he sold from his Progressive 
bookstore. They are all books avail- 
able in public libraries, none of them 
barred from the United States mails. 
The other defendants were punished 
for nothing but membership in the 
Communist Party, and the only evi- 
dence against them were selections 
from the same books, torn from 
their context. 
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issued monthly, except July, August and Sep- 
tember. The general policies of this publica- 
tion are determined by the Executive Committee 
of the Methodist Federation for Social Ser- 
vice, subject to approval by the National Com- 
Mittee of the Federation. The selection of 
Le ane material is be reece | to the Secre- 

es who are responsible to the Federation 
and to the public for its accuracy. 


Membership $1.00 per year 
Special rate to student groups. 
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